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1. Safety Program Introduction & Official Safety Officer   

A.  Overview   

The purpose of the Bordentown Little League (“BLL”) Safety Awareness Program is to provide 

managers and coaches with the information and training that they need in an effort to prevent 

injuries and to help them act properly in the event of an incident. It is also the purpose of the 

Program to involve players and parents in the program in order to further the BLL’s safety goals.   

B.  Safety Officer & Committee   

The Safety Officer on file with Little League Headquarters is Frank Stout, Executive Vice 

President of BLL. The members of the Safety Committee are as follows:  

 

League President (609) 610-2447 Ryan Forster 

Executive Vice President 

& Safety Officer 
(609) 462-4904 Frank Stout 

Vice President of Baseball (609) 915-4923 Michael Militch 

Vice President of Softball (609) 915-4738 Lance Kovac 

Player Agent (201) 615-7774 Michael Hoppe 

2. Safety Manual and Distribution   

This plan will be distributed to all managers, coaches and other key personnel and volunteers 

involved in League activities.  In addition, a concession stand policy and procedure manual is 

available at all relevant locations.  

3.  Emergency Plan   

A.  Emergency Contact Numbers   

As part of this plan, all Managers and Coaches are required to have the following numbers in their 

possession at every practice and game. BLL recommends that these individuals store these 

numbers in their cell phones and/ or have them listed inside their game book.  In addition, the 

League will have these numbers posted at those field locations that have concession stands and/ 
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or bulletin boards. Finally, these numbers will be placed in the parent handbook and displayed in 

the batting cage.  

Fire/Police/EMS 911 

Bordentown City Police/Non-Emergency Number (609) 298-0103 

Bordentown Township Police/Non-Emergency 

Number 
(609) 298-4300 

Robert J Wood University Hospital Hamilton/ 

Emergency Room 
(609) 584-6666 

BLL President (Ryan Forster) (609) 610-2447 (cell) 

BLL Executive Vice President (Frank Stout) (609) 462-4904 (cell) 

BLL Vice President Softball (Lance Kovac) (609) 915-4738 (cell) 

BLL Vice President Baseball (Michael Militch) (609) 915-4923 (cell) 

 

B.  Emergency Procedures--General   

At the Time of the Incident, Managers and Coaches should:  

• Provide first aid in a manner that is consistent with the Baseball and Softball Injuries 

guide that all managers and coaches received from BLL.  

• Call 911 immediately if an ambulance is necessary (i.e. severe injury, fracture or 

suspected fracture, neck, head injury, difficulty breathing, not breathing, any type of 

injury that causes unconsciousness regardless of length of time).  You should err on 

the side of caution; if you are not sure CALL!  

• Have a coach notify the parents via phone as soon as possible if they are not at the 

scene.  

Shortly After the Incident, Managers and Coaches should: 

• Notify league Safety Officer and highest League official available, note: the league 

Safety Officer is the Executive Vice President of the BLL.    

• Fill out the required BLL Accident Report and Incident Report (see pg. 8 & 11) and 

hand deliver to Vice President of Baseball or Softball within 24 hours.  
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• Talk to your team about the situation if it involves them or if they witnessed the 

incident.  (Often players are worried when another player in injured. They need to feel 

safe and understand why the injury occurred.)  

4.  Volunteer Application 

Applications and Forms   

Managers, coaches, board members, and any other persons, volunteers or hired workers, who 

provide regular service to the league and/or have repetitive access to or contact with players or 

teams must fill out application form, as well as, provide a government-issued photo identification 

card for ID verification.  

Anyone refusing to fill out a Volunteer Application is ineligible to be a league member. 

BLL utilizes Sports Connect, which has integrated their ability to conduct national background 

checks on local and district volunteers through the Sports Connect platform. Anyone who did not 

directly register through our Sports Connect provides the current season Volunteer Application, 

which is entered into https://www.jdp.com/littleleague-backgroundcheck/ by the Safety Officer.  

NO ELECTRONIC DATA WILL BE SAVED.    

In the event that a background check deems additional action the League may require a volunteer 

to be fully fingerprinted and have a law enforcement agency, namely the Office of the Attorney 

General, State of New Jersey conduct a complete background check at the cost of the volunteer.    

Reporting Abuse 

Because child abuse reporting laws vary from state to state, a Federal law was recently enacted 

which established a nationwide standard duty to report suspected child abuse. The “Protecting 

Young Victims from Sexual Abuse and Safe Sport Act of 2017” mandates that all amateur sports 

organizations, which participate in an interstate or international amateur athletic competition and 

whose membership includes any adult who is in regular contact with an amateur athlete who is a 

minor must report suspected child abuse, including sexual abuse, within 24 hours to law 

enforcement. An individual who is required, but fails, to report suspected child sexual abuse is 

subject to criminal penalties. If an individual suspects a case of abuse within their league, they 

should report it to the appropriate child services organization and/or local law enforcement as well 

as, their League President and District Administrator. Information regarding reporting child abuse 

can be found, at: LittleLeague.org/player-safety. 

https://www.jdp.com/littleleague-backgroundcheck/
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5.  Fundamentals Training   

Managers and Coaches are expected to receive fundamentals training at least once every three 

years.  Annually, one representative from each team is required to attend such trainings.  The BLL 

encourages all Managers and Coaches to attend every available clinic. BLL strongly encourages 

new and veteran coaches to attend coaching clinics held annually by New Jersey District 12. 

Managers meetings for each division are held prior to the start of each season with the division 

director and representatives of the board of directors to ensure all managers have the proper 

fundamentals training. Additionally, all Managers and Coaches in our Tee-Ball division are 

provided with the Little League Tee Ball Curriculum.   

 

 

 

 

6.  First Aid & Safety Training   

All Managers and Coaches are required to attend a Safety Clinic once every three years offered 

by the District or BLL. New Jersey District 12 has 2 safety clinics scheduled in 2021 – March 

23rd and March 28th which will be remote (web-based) hosted by District 12. All new managers 

and coaches must attend one of these two meetings unless they have received certified training 

elsewhere and can produce a certificate indicating they are certified. Every coach must also 

complete the CDC’s concussion certification.  

7.  Fields Conditions   

Prior to the current playing season, member of the Executive Board and our Director of Facilities 

will inspect the baseball fields and organize work crews to improve playing conditions and correct 

those in particular that seem to raise a safety issue. Prior to each game the home team Manager 

and umpire will inspect the field to ensure that there are no hazardous conditions. Any manager 

who detects a hazardous condition will report their observations to the Executive Vice President 

who will take steps to make corrections in advance of the start of a game.  

2021 REMOTE SAFETY CLINIC 

The NJ DA Association is proud to sponsor a free safety clinic for all volunteers in 

chartered leagues. This clinic will fulfill the obligation required under ASAP 

guidelines. 

Clinic Instructor: Jeff Altman NJ State Safety Officer 

DATE: March 25, 2021 
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8.  Facility Survey   

In accordance with the Little League ASAP Plan, an annual survey is completed for each field 

used by BLL.   

BLL has gone to great lengths in order to provide a significant improvement to the existing fields 

that our children use.  We have invested in field improvements, including replacement of all 

infield mix, installation of a grass infield and subsequent replacement of the grass field, new base 

paths, sodding of the outfield area, re-grading of the field, installation of Musco lighting for two 

of our fields, and permanent irrigation of the field.  

 

9.  Concession Stand Safety   

The Concession Stand Director is responsible for ensuring that all volunteers are aware of and 

implement the following rules during the season:  

• Access to the stand is restricted to only the assigned personnel, which consists of one 

parent from each home team and a representative Bordentown Little League.  

• No persons under the age of 13 are permitted in the stand.   

• Access to the grill area should be minimized to prevent crowding of the persons cooking; 

all cardboard and other delivery boxes will be discarded promptly to ensure clear 

passageways.   

• The exhaust fan must be in operation when grill is open. 

• The fire suppression system must be inspected annually.  

• The stand will have annual health inspections and parents are encouraged to practice good 

judgment in terms of washing your hands before handling food and beverages.   

• A league first aid kit will be maintained.  (Any medical incidents will be reported to the 

VP President of Baseball or Softball and Safety Director within 24 hours)    

• All concession stand workers must follow the same guidelines as managers and coaches 

with respect to seeking medical attention for those who are injured.  

 

10.  Equipment Check   

The Vice Presidents of Baseball and Softball will inspect equipment prior to the distribution of 

bags to managers. Managers and coaches will identify any problems with equipment during the 

regular season and discard any that is defective.   

11.  Accident Reporting   

As noted earlier in Section 3, all managers and coaches should promptly report all injuries to the 

Safety Officer and complete the required Accident and Incident Reports.  
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12.  First Aid Kits   

Each manager will receive a first aid kit prior to the start of practices in the current season and/or 

informed as to their secure location at each facility.  Each location will have a dedicated First Aid 

kit and ice packs.  

13.  Enforce Little League Rules/Equipment & Others   

Managers and coaches are responsible for implementing LL and BLL safety rules during practices 

and games and using common sense to ensure the safety of the players. This includes ensuring 

that players are wearing all safety equipment at the relevant times (e.g. helmets, “cups” etc.), not 

swinging bats in restricted areas (e.g. dugouts), and know not to slide headfirst into a base.   

Managers also need to be aware of those rules that apply to themselves. For example, managers 

and coaches are not allowed to catch pitchers, in particular when the pitcher is throwing to a batter.  

14.  Player & Coach Data   

Our Player Agent, or another authorized member of the Executive Board of Directors of BLL, 

shall submit to Little League the league player registration data, including rosters, coaches and 

managers, via the Little League Data Center. This Data Center is accessible at 

www.littleleague.org.  This data submission will be done before the applicable deadlines 

established by Little League.  

 

15. Additional Safety Codes and Procedures   

In addition to the safety rules and procedures described above, BLL managers and coaches are 

expected to implement the following rules to further the goals of this plan.    

Asthmatic Players and other Medical Conditions   

• The Player Agent will inform the Board and all Managers of players with medical or 

special conditions and obtain additional information or clearances from health care 

practitioners via families if necessary.  

• Independent of the above, managers and coaches should ask players and parents if any 

child has a medical condition (e.g. asthma) that he/she should be aware of.    

• All teams that have an asthmatic player(s) should make sure an inhaler is always present 

during games or practice.    

• If a player has to resort to using their rescue medication two times in an exercise period, 

he/she is considered unstable and should seek medical attention.  Asthmatic players and 

coaches should be especially communicative, particularly if there has been a recent 

episode. 

http://www.littleleague.org/
http://www.littleleague.org/
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• Managers and coaches should not give any medicine to players.  

Batting Cages   

• Only Managers and Coaches with Little League approved Safety training can work with 

players in the batting cage.  

• Managers or coaches utilizing pitching machines must test the machines without any 

players in the cage to ensure they are functioning properly prior to the start of each session.  

• Only managers or coaches are allowed to utilize pitching machines or pitch to players in 

the cage (or be in the cage when working with a batter).  

• All children must have Little League approved batting helmets and the proper catching 

equipment on at all times in the cages.  

• Adults should ensure that nothing is blocking the entrance or exits with portable pitching 

mounds, “L” (pitching) screens, etc.  

• “L” pitching screens must be used by all pitchers at all times.  

• Managers utilizing the Bordentown Batting Cage should “stagger” the arrival of their 

players and avoid working with more than 3 or 4 players at a time.  

• All Managers have been issued the Rules and Regulations of the Bordentown Batting cage 

which delineate specific codes of conduct which focus upon safety.  

Ball-Playing/Locations   

• No ball playing is permitted in parking lots, behind bleachers or between fields.  

Code of Conduct 

• All managers, coaches, players and families are expected to adhere to the Code of 

Conduct guides, which is published on our League website. Parents acknowledge this 

Code of Conduct on our registration form when they register their child(ren) each season. 

All participants are encouraged to maintain a positive approach to youth sports and, if 

necessary, provide reports to the BLL Executive Committee. 

 

Communicable Disease Procedures   

• While the risk of one athlete infecting another with HIV/AIDS during competition is close 

to non-existent, there is a remote risk other blood born infectious diseases can be 

transmitted.  Procedures for reducing the potential for transmission of infectious agents 

should include:  

• Wearing gloves when stopping any bleeding. 

• Covering all wounds and stopping bleeding immediately. 

• Changing any player’s uniform that contains blood. (Every team is issued an additional 

shirt.) 

• Washing hands and any surfaces that contact blood or other body fluids.  

• Properly disposing of all contaminated materials.  
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• Preventing players who continue to have any wound bleeding from playing until properly 

controlled and bandaged appropriately.  

Dugouts   

• Only the manager, coaches, scorekeeper, and players are permitted in the dugouts and 

playing fields during games and practices (no siblings).  

• Players are not allowed to swing bats in the dugout.  

• All bags and equipment must be placed in a manner to ensure all players can walk in and 

out of the dugout without tripping.  

 

Glasses and Jewelry   

• Bespectacled children should be encouraged to wear “safety glasses”.  

• Players are not allowed to wear jewelry.  

Hot Weather   

• Managers and coaches should have their players take frequent breaks and hydrate 

themselves (especially catchers) during hot weather  

Lightning    

• At the first sight of lightning, all games/practices will immediately be cancelled, and 

participants will be instructed to seek proper shelter.  

• In addition, all individuals must be instructed to stay away from all metal grandstands and 

fences.  

• Adults must advise all players not to hold aluminum bats.  

Pitchers/Warm Ups   

• Only catchers may warm up pitchers before and during a game. Whenever a catcher 

is warming up a pitcher, the catcher must wear full protective catcher’s gear (helmet, mask 

with a throat guard, long model chest protector, shin guards and protective cup with 

athletic supporter). No manager or coach may catch pitchers (Little League Rule 3.09), 

unless the pitcher is warming up in the pitching tunnel.  

• When a pitcher is warming up between innings, another player wearing an approved Little 

League protective batting helmet and glove is required to stand in the vicinity to 

alert/protect the pitcher and catcher of any balls coming their way.  

• If a pitcher is in the process of warming up in the pitching tunnels, only the pitcher, a 

catcher wearing proper protective equipment and a coach are allowed in the tunnel.  

• Managers should speak with parents to determine if a pitcher is throwing for more than 

one team and ensure that there is adequate communication and planning to ensure that the 

child does not exceed healthy pitch-count limits. 
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Pitching & Pitch Counts   

• All Managers will follow the new pitch count rules as outlined by the Little League 

rulebook and in-house rules and game-time procedures disseminated by the V.P. of 

Baseball.   

• Ask parents which children may be pitching for travel teams and alert them to the number 

of innings/pitches the child is throwing. You must factor this information into your 

decision-making about when to use this child as a pitcher. You should consult the pitch-

count recommendations used in the LL pitch-count pilot program.  

Protective Gear 

• The catcher must wear the appropriate protective gear. This equipment should fit properly. 

Catchers or players that are warming up a pitcher (on or off the field of play) are required 

to wear a catcher’s helmet, mask and hard cup. The catchers required items must include: 

Special Helmet, Catcher’s Mask, Hanging Throat Protector, Hard Cup (Protective 

Supporter), Long Model Chest Protector, Shin Guards.   

• Batters must wear approved protective helmets, while batting. Approved protective 

helmets are equipped with protective facemasks must be worn softball players. 

• All softball players must wear the appropriate infield face masks.   

Safety Issues/Notification of Board   

• Managers should always bring ANY safety hazard or potential safety hazard immediately 

to the attention of any member of the Bordentown Little League Board of Directors.  

• All adults should ensure that no child is left unattended at any practice or game or after 

same. 

 

16.  Operating During COVID-19 Guidelines 

Use of Facilities 

Disinfecting 

Routine and frequent sanitization and disinfecting particularly high touch surfaces will be done in 

accordance with CDC recommendations. When an EPA-approved disinfectant cannot be used an 

alternate disinfectant that includes bleach will be used. 

Equipment must be disinfected before and after use.  

If surfaces that are visibly soiled or dirty, should be cleaned with detergent or soap and water prior 

to disinfection.  
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Indoor Cages 

Indoor facilities will be closed to teams for practicing and warm ups. The league cannot properly 

disinfect the indoor facilities every day after every time they are used.  

Bathrooms 

People waiting in line for the bathroom should ensure social distancing, remaining 6 feet away 

from others. Be sure to wash your hands using soap and water. Face cloth covering must be worn. 

Concession Stand 

The concessions stand will be closed during this time.  

Practices 

Practices should be conducted outside on fields located at Northern Community Park and Joseph 

Lawrence Park.  No indoor cages will be open for practice and warm ups. 

General Guidelines 

Practices should be limited to players and guardians to aside in abiding by the gatherings limited 

outlined in Executive Order No. 152 (2020), or the order in effect at the time of competition.  

All coaches are required to wear face coverings while running practices. 

Before every practice coaches should ask each of the players the below questions. These questions 

can be asked via electronic means or in person, as long as social distancing is used. 

• In the last 14 days, has the player or any member of the household or any other relative 

and/or acquaintance you’ve interacting with had any of the following? 

o Fever 

o Shortness of Breath 

o Difficulty Breathing 

o Persistent pain, pressure or tightness in chest 

o Loss of Taste or smell 

o Chills or repeating shaking with chills 

o Muscle pain and/or body aches 

o Flu-like systems, such as gastrointestinal upset, headache or fatigue 

• Has the player or any member of the household or any known close contact have any of 

the following occur? 

o Diagnosis of COVID-19 infection 

o Waiting on results of test of COVID-19 infection 
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Coaches 

• Coaches are responsible for ensuring social distancing between players, as much as 

possible. 

• Additional spacing between players while having a catch. 

• Changing drills so that players remain spaced. 

• Running more than one drill at a time. 

• No congregating of players while waiting to bat. 

• Sanitize shared equipment before and after each practice. 

• League issued catchers equipment is to be sanitized after each practice. This sanitization 

leaves equipment wet and requires time to dry. Catchers’ equipment will be kept at 

league facilities rather than being kept in coaches’ possession as typically done.  

Players 

Players need to use their own basic baseball/softball equipment. This includes gloves, helmets, 

and bats. We encourage those with catcher’s equipment to utilize their own, rather than league 

issued equipment. 

Players who answered the above General Guidelines questions with “Yes” responses should not 

attend practices until evaluated by a medical provider and given clearance to do so.  

Players must bring their own beverages and snacks to consume. No shared coolers. 

Players do not need to wear a face covering while on the field, however, they should wear face 

coverings while arriving or leaving facility, waiting for practices to begin, using bathrooms and 

while not actively participating on the field.  

Spectators 

Spectators should ensure social distancing and must wear face coverings.  

Spectators are encouraged to bring their own seating or portable chairs.  Spectators can occupy the 

area passed first and third base to the outfield line. No spectators are to be behind the dugout and 

back stop.   

Games Day Operations 

Scheduling 

No more than two games will be scheduled to occur at the facility at the same time. 

Games will be scheduled to allow as much time as possible for teams to finish their game and 

leave the facility before any other teams arrive to play their game. 

2 hour drop dead time. 
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Players 

Players need to use their own basic baseball/softball equipment. This includes gloves, helmets, 

and bats. We encourage those with catcher’s equipment to utilize their own, rather than league 

issued equipment. 

Players who answered the above General Guidelines questions with “Yes” responses should not 

attend practices until evaluated by a medical provider and given clearance to do so.  

Players must bring their own beverages and snacks to consume. No shared coolers. 

Players do not need to wear a face covering while on the field, however, they should wear face 

coverings while arriving or leaving facility, waiting for practices to begin, using bathrooms and 

while not actively participating on the field.  

Pregame Warmups 

Coaches are responsible for ensuring players use social distancing while warming up. 

Spectators 

Spectators should ensure social distancing and must wear face coverings.  

Spectators are encouraged to bring their own seating or portable chairs.  Spectators can occupy the 

area passed first and third base to the outfield line. No spectators are to be behind the dugout and 

back stop.   

Baseballs and Softballs 

Each team will be provided game balls that their team is to use during their defensive half inning 

and rotated through every two innings or a change in pitcher. 

Balls can be reused if disinfected after their rotation. 

Umpires should not handle balls. 

Foul balls landing outside the field of play should be retrieved by participating players and coaches. 

No spectators should retrieve foul balls. If a spectator retrieves a foul ball, it must be disinfected 

before being used in the game.   

Spitting, Sunflower Seeds, gum etc. 

No food/snack sharing during the games.  

Sunflower seeds, gum, etc. are NOT to be consumed at facilities. 

All players and coaches are to refrain from spitting at all times, including in dugout areas and on 

the playing field. 
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Playing Games 

• Coaches 

o Coaches must wear face coverings, unless in the coach’s boxes located on first 

and third baselines.  

o Coaches are to ensure players are social distancing.  

o Coaches must refrain from celebratory physical contact and discourage players 

from doing the same. 

o If possible, plate meetings should be eliminated. Social distancing of six feet 

between individuals should be implemented during all pre-game plate meetings 

between 1 manager and umpire. No players should ever be a part of the plate 

meeting. 

o Coaches are responsible for the sanitization of balls and equipment. 

• Players 

o The use of dugouts is prohibited. 

o Players will sit outside the field/dugout maintaining social distancing guidelines. 

o The use of face coverings is recommended for players while waiting to play on 

field. 

o All players’ equipment is to be kept outside the dugout, along the fence, 6 feet 

apart. 

• Umpires 

o Umpires will call balls and strikes from behind the pitcher. 

o Umpires are encouraged to keep a safe distance from players as much as possible. 

o If physically able, umpires are encouraged to wear cloth face coverings while 

umpiring. 

• Game Conclusions 

o There will be no handshakes or fist pumps before or after the game. In order to 

express sportsmanship, please tip your hat to the opponent after each game from 

your respective side of the field. 

o There will be no post game meeting between coaches and players. Any follow up 

can be done via email or at your next practice. 

o Players and their families are expected to leave the facilities immediately 

following the conclusion of the game. 

o Players and spectators are expected to clean up after themselves and ensure that 

any disposable face coverings and gloves are thrown in the garbage.    

Response to Positive COVID-19 Tests 

In the event that a player or coach tests positive for COVID-19 or comes in direct contact with an 

outside person who tests positive for COVID-19, we ask that you immediately notify the coach. 
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Should this event occur, the league will immediately suspend all activities for the team affected by 

the positive test and contact health officials for guidance and follow their recommendations.  

 

 


